Budget proposal for Front Line Demonstration of Horticulture Crops
The targets have been set to double the production of horticultural crops by the end of the XI Five Year Plan.  Improved varieties and technologies have been developed by the  ICAR Institutes for improving productivity and quality of horticultural  crops.  These technologies need to be transferred to the farmers' fields through effective extension methods for improving the productivity and quality at the national level.  Since most of the developed technologies have been tested only on experimental farms, the reliability or validity of these technologies need to be established for further adoption by the growers/farmers in different agro-climatic conditions.

Front line demonstration has proved to be highly effective in disseminating and

adopting improved varieties and technologies in different crop plants.  However, no such mechanism of front line demonstration exists in horticultural crops.

In  the last National Conference on Kharif/Rabi Crops, the need of front line demonstration in horticultural crops was discussed in Pre-Conference meeting chaired by Secretary, DAC and co-chaired by Secretary, DARE and the provision of front line demonstration in horticultural crops with the financial support of the DAC was agreed upon. 

Since the role of horticulture in crops diversification has been recognized by the

Govt. of India, ICAR and farming communities, there is a greater need of

demonstrating improved technologies and varieties through front line demonstration for quick adoption by the growers/farmers.  

DDG(H) desires that we have to develop details of Front-line Demonstration/ Programme crop-wise and Discipline-wise. The requisite information from your institute /NRC is required by 18th April, 2005 to consolidate and compile for further approval from the council for budgetary provision for carrying out front line demonstration of horticulture in diversifying agriculture at the national level for improving productivity of crops and fertility of the soil..

                                                         Regards,

                                                                                                  Dr. K. V. Ramana

                                                                                                     ADG(PC)

