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To 
(0 All Vice-Chancellors, State Agricultural Universities/AAI-DU/CAUs/ICAR­

DUs/COs having faculty of agriculture· 
(ii) All Directors, leAR Institutes 

Subject: Revised Gu idelines for ICAR's Fellowships for Post-graduate Studies 
(PGS) in Agt'icuItural Science.s 

Sir, 

The existing Guidelin().s",for ICAR's FellowshipsJor Post-graduate Studies (PGS) in 
Agricultural Sciences CF. No. f S(1)/2008-HRD(Misc), dated 5th December, 2014] sta nd 
revised as approved by the Governing Body of the leAR Society in its 235 th Meeting held 
on 01st December, 2015. 

Please find enclosed herewith the revised guidelines for leAR's Fellowships ORF 
and SRF) for Pos t-graduate Studies (PGS) in Agricultural Sciences (also uploaded on 
ICAR website, www.icar.org.in) fo·t information and necessary action with immediate 
effect. 

I 
• Yours faithfu]ly, 

~~ r End: As above 

All ADGs, leAR, Director (P), Director (F), leAR 
PPS to DG, ICAR 
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GUWEI.l I~"S FOJ1IUIH FELLOWSHIPS 

FOR POST -GRAD UATI': STlllWiN.l N AGRlCUL TURAL SCIENCE~ 

1. BACKGRO UND , 
For recogn ition' of talent and prolTIotion of merit in general, and for encouraging 
talented students to underta ke higher agricultural education in particular, the Indian 
Counci l of Agricu ltura l Research (herein-after referred to as Council) awards a 
cer tain number of junior and Senior Research Fellowships for post-graduate (PG) 
studies in different discip lines of agriculture and allied sciences. The nu mber and 
subjects of study for award of junior and Senior Research Fellowships are announced 
from t im e to time. 

2 . NOMENCLATURE 

Council's junior Research Fellowships for PG studies wi ll be called "ICAR­
JRF(PGS)" a nd the Senior Research Fellowships for PG studies will be called "ICAR­
SRF (PGS)". 

. I 
ICAR-jRF (PGS) will be awarded for post-graduate s tudy (course and r esearch work) 
leading to a Master's degree whereas ICAR-SRF (PGS) will be awarded forpost­
graduate study (course and research work) leading to a Ph.D. degree. 

3. ICAR-JUNIOR RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP FOR POST GRADUATE S:UJDWL(!£Lill: 
IRF (PGSl) 

3.1 . METHOD OF AWARD 
ICAR- jRF (PGS) w ill be awarded on the basis of meri t in the All India Competitive 
Entrance Examination fo r (i) ICAR-jRF (PGS) and (ii) concurrent admission to 
Master 's degree program at State Agricultural Unive rsit ies (SAUs), Deemed 
Uniyersities vi z . IARI (New Delhi) / IVRI (Izatnagar) / NDRI (Karnal) . / elFE 
(MUmbaJ) / AAU (Allahabad), Centra l Agricu ltural Ul11verslty (Imphal, Mal11pur), and • Central Universities hav ing faculty of agr iculture viz . Banaras Hindu University 
(BHU), Aligarh Muslim Univers ity (AMU), Vi sva Bharti a nd Naga land University, 
collectively hereinafter referred to as th e Agricul tura l Universities (AUs). Th e ICAR­
JRF (PGS) will NOT be availab le for admissio n in any university other than the AUs 
as mentioned above . 

3.2 ELIGIBILITY 
Only those candidates having passed their Bachelor's degree or appearing at the 
Final Examinabon of the Bachelor's Degree in the concerned field, under 10+6, 
10+ 2+5, 10+2+4 are eligible to apply for admission. (For admission, the eli gibility 
req1,lirement laid down by the ve AUs including tenure w ill as 

Privileged States (UPS) categories whereas for SC/ST / Physically Challenged (PC) 
categories, the cand idates must have obta ined 55% marks or an OGPA of 5.5/10.00 
or 2.75/5.00 or 2.20/4.00. The equivalence of OGPA to per cent m arks, where needed, 
will be cer-tifi ed by the Registrar of the concerned University. For admiss ion in 
M.V.Sc., candidates must have completed B.V.Sc. & A.H. w ith internship before the 
date of registration in the Unive rsity. 
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.... Gi'E Ll MIT 
. Ivfinimum age linli l :: ll.tllllI' 1'1 V" ,II ·: .. 1: : <!II Ilw da te of the examination. No relax<ltion 

is admtssiblc I'cg;II ·c!inl'. 11111111111 1111 :1/:l' lillliL 

3 ,4 RESEIRVIITiO ll1 
Reservation 01-' \I ,lI 'in ll s (''' if '! 'n l'i,' ~ SlIr'h ,IS SC/ST/OBC and PH etc. will be given as per 
Government u f Iml 1:1 rlll, : ~/l n " II ' li C I Io ns iss ued frum time to time. Th e respollsiiJ i liLy 
of verificatio n 01' t.l le g<.: nllin (J IH), ~ 0 (' SC/ ST/OBC and PH certificates will so lely rest 
w ith the COllcc rll c<i "ll, 'icil lllll 'H I LJnive l'sity (AU) w he re the c; 1I1 did ate h"s been 
recommc ndc'd [" 0 1' ad ll1i ~s i ()n 0 1' wanted prov isio na l aclm iss ion. 

3,5 DURATIO I\I 
Duration ofiCAR-JRF (PGS) will be two years and in no case it wW be extended 
beyond the period of two years, 

3.6 RATES 
The rates of fellowship and contingency grant fo r high er studies w ill be as prescribed 
by the Council from time to time, 

4 . SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP 

4.1 METHOD OF AWARD 
All India Competitive Examination for the award of ICAR's Senior Research 
Fellowship [AICE-SRF(PGS)] will be conducted by the Council (I) for the a:ward of 
ICAR"SRF(PGS) on the basis-.; i;)J merit and (ii) concurrent admisSion to Poctoral 
degree program on 25% seats (subject to at least one seat for each discipline having 
Ph,D, degree programme in the Univer~ ity) of accredited Agricultural Universitie,s 
under th e lCAR-AU system except the ICAR Deemed-to-be-Universities (DUs) where 
l Oa % sea ts w ill be fill ed li p through their own separate national level entrance 
exarninatio ns. 

J 
4 .,. ELIGIBLITY CRITERIA ' . 
Tl'te candidates having completed their Master's degree program securing Overall 
Grade Point Average (OGPA) of at least (5.50/10.00 scale, 3.25/5 .00 sC,ale, ~.60/4.00 
scale for General and OBC Categories and 5.50/10.00,2,75/5.00,2.20/4.00 scale for 
SC/ST /Physically Challenged (PC) candidates, respectively from any recognized 
Univers ity in India and abroad would be eligible. In oth er cases, where grad'e-points 
are not awarded a nd only.marks <J,re awarded; the candidate mu~t have secured at 
least 60% marks fo r General/OBC Category. For SC/ST /Physically Chall imged (PC) 
candidates, the minimum percentage of marks will be 50%. The equivalence between 
OGPA and percent marks, where needed, will not be acceptable. The c<J,ndidates 
having p assed with Bachelor's degree of 3 year s' durati'on are not eligible w ith the 
pl'oviso that such candidates if alrea:dy enrolled for Masters degree programme as on 

. . 

candidates must com ete the postgraduate degree in all respects and produce the 
degree completion certificate from the Registrar to this effect on/before 30th June or 
the date of counseling, whiChever is later, fa iling Which they w ill not be consIdered 
fo r admiss ion and the award of fellowship. The admission and fell'owship would be 
granted only when the candidate seeks admission through counseling cond,utted by 
ICAR and pursues Ph.D. degl'e.e in an Agricultural University (AU) exCept an ICAR-DU, ' 
Where 100 % seats will be filled up through its, own separate national level entrance 
examination . The candida te must pursue Ph.D, degree in an AU other than the one 
from where the candidate has obtained Bachelor's or Master's degree. 



4.3 AGE 
Th e upper age limit would be 30 yea r's <IS on the date of the examination fo r General 
category. The uppe r age limi t for cand id ates belonging to SCI ST / Women/PC/aBC 
(Non-creamy layer as per the Central li st of aBC) categories shall be reli,lxable by 5 
yea rs. For in-service cand idates of Agricultural Universities (A U), the upper age limit 
w.o ul d be 4S years as on the date of examination whereas, the academic performance 
requirement would remain as sta ted above. 

4,4 RESERVATION 
Reservation of various categori es such as SC/ST /OBC and PH etc., will be given as per 
Government of India r ules/instructions issued from time to time. The responsibility 
of verification of the genuineness of SC/ST lOBe and Pl-j ce rt ificates will be of the 
concerned Agricul~ura l University (AU) where the candidate has obtained admission. 

4,5 DURATION 
Duration of ICAR-SRF (PGS) will be three years and in no case it will be extended 
beyond the period of three years. 

4,6 RATES 
The rates of fellowship and contingency grant for higher studies will be as prescribed 

. by the Council from time to time. 

5, OTHER CONDITIONS FOR AWARD OF ICAR-JIRF (PGS) and ICAR-SRF (PGS) 
... 

5,1 The fellowships w.ill be admissible to pe rsons o f Indian nat ioll Glity as de fin ed irl 
the Constitution of India or persons domicil ed in India. 

5,2 A fellow will be under the administrative control of the Head of the Agricultural 
Universities (AUs) where he/she joins. The Head of the Agricultural Universities 

i (AUs) will ensure that all the rules and regulations of Co uncil govel'l1ing the 
{ award of fellowship are strictly adhered to. The fellow will work uncler a 

recognized guide on the faculty of Agricultural Univers iti es (AUs). 

5.3 ' The fellowship will take effect from the date the fellow joins the course or the 
start of academic sess ion for which fellowship has been offered whichever is 

later. 

5,4 The students must take admission for the relevant degree program within a 
period of one year from the date of issuance of award letter, failing which 
fellowshIp shall stand withdrawn automatically. 

5,6 A fellow will not be allowed to avail of any other fellowship/scholarship during 
the tenure (ilf feUowship of the Council. In case a candidate is already receiving 
any other fellowship or scholarship, it will be surrendered by him before 
accepting the fellowship of the Council. 



. ?"'Funds w ill IW I'IILlil v III ' p.tid I" II ,,! Ilead of the Institute/AU in advance for th e 
first yea I' ;J Itc i' II,, · " .,,, '" or ,;:" 11'1 ill 11 for fellowship. The payment of fellowsb(p for 
subsequ e nt y e: II' ~ : will 1)(, 1I1 ; ,d c: (I II receipt of (a) a demand for funds from the 
Head of t il e 11I '; l illl lv /1111 :l lId (I )) <l certifi ca te in the p rescribed form from the 
Guide 01' the c;lIldi cl ;1I C, clllIy ill .l prnved by the Head of the Institute/AU that the 
pi'ogre:;:; '"i ti, ' c; II Ic!ld; II, ' is s:l ti s lJetory with respect to the time schedule and 
ma intena nce of' I '~ qllll'~d ()(;I'/\ <I S per cligibility of the fellowship at the end of 
each y(~i.l r 01' th e sLllcly. No renewa l application would be entertain ed by the 
Counci l il,' th e l'c 'Iuired or.r J\ lias 1I0t been maintained. 

6. TERlVIll l\JATJO l\I OF FELLOWSHIP 

6.1 The fellowship will be terminated without notice 

J 
t 
i 

6.1.1 On the date the fe llow ceases. to be on the rolls of the Agricultur<ll 
University. 

6 .1.2 On the date th e sanction 01' the f'ellowship expi res. 

6.1.3 If the fellow leaves the institution where the \ellowship was offe·red. 

6.1 .4 If a fellOW is dropped by the institute clue to poor performance 

6 .1.5 If at any time in the opi'nion of the Agricultural University (AU) a fellow is 
found to be neglig~nt in bis studies, does not devote full time for studies 
and research, progress report is unsatisfactory or is guilty of unbecoming 
conduct. 

6 .1 .6 If a fellow does not compl ete or leaves his studies before the expiry of 
sanctioned tenure oJ the fellowship the guide should immediately report 
such cases and no fellowship should be paid thereafter. 

6.1 .7 As per provisions of 5.4 of the guideline. 

6 .2 All the candidates awarded ICAR-JRF (PGS)/ ICAR-SRF (PGS) will have to execute 
a surely bond of appropriate amount as per the instructions of the Council from 
time to time, at the time of registration in the respective University to ensure 
completion of the program undertaken with.fellowship supp'1i rt. 

6.3 A fellow shall not leave the course before its completion without prior <lpproval 
of the CO.uncil and ensuring that the required obligiitions under surety bond are 
fulfilled. If any fellow leaves without permission he shall not be paid any 
f~lowship aW-lint due from the date of 

6.4 Fellow will submit a soft copy of the thesis on Compact Disk (CD) to the Council 
within three months of the completion of his studies. Th.e result of submission of 
thesis will be intimated to the Council in ' due course by the Head of the 
Agricultura l Universities. 



6.5 The receipt of financial assistance from the Council sh ould be su itably ... 
acknowledged by the fellow in the thesis / research papers o~ _'" " 

6.6 ICAR will have the intellectual properly rights/proprietary right on research · 
outputs of the ICAR-JRF (PGS) and ICAR-SRF (PGS) made during the per iod of . 
working in the [CAR as per the provisions of "ICAR GUidelines for Intellectual 
PI'operty Management and Technology Transfer/ Commercialization" mutatis 
mutandis. However, in case the candidate has done some research work. his/her 
name can accordingly be acknowledged/ included appropriately in the research 
paper(s) as solely decided by the Guide. No right in this regard can be claimed. 

7 . LEAVE 

, 
" I 

ICAR-JRF(PGS)/ICAR-SRF (PGS) will be governed by the extant rul es of the 
concerned AU as applicab le to the other students. 

********* 


